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EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET 

(To be filled in and uploaded as deliverable in the Portal Grant Management System, at the due date foreseen in the 
system. 

 Please provide one sheet per event (one event = one workpackage = one lump sum).) 

PROJECT 

Project name and acronym:  
From the GroundUp: Fostering Rural Youth 
Participation in the EU Agenda 

Participant: Sdruzeni SPLAV, z.s. 

PIC number: 939372736  

 

EVENT DESCRIPTION 

Event number: 5 

Event name: 
Free travel, living, working: The Maastricht Treaty. GroundUp on the 

rights of EU citizens 

Type: Webinar & Panel discussion 

In situ/online: online 

Location: online 

Date(s): 5.12.2024 and 17.01.2025 

Website(s) (if any): 

https://www.sdruzenisplav.cz/projekty-mas/mezinarodni-projekty/fr
om-the-groundup-fostering-rural-youth-participation-in-the-eu-agen
da/aktivity/  

Participants 

Female: 102 

Male: 33 

Non-binary: 5 

From country 1 [Czech Republic]: 13 

From country 2 [Finland] 4 

From country 3 [Austria]: 7 

From country 4 [Poland]: 31 

From country 5 [Portugal]: 7 
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From country 6 [Italy] 14 

From country 7 [Bulgaria] 12 

From country 8 [Sweden]: 6 

From country 9 [Germany] 8 

From country 10 [Spain] 6 

From country 11 [Greece] 9 

From country 12 [Slovakia] 8 

From country 13 [Ireland] 4 

From country 14 [Holland] 2 

From country 15 [Belgium] 3 

From country 16 [Croatia] 3 

From country 17 [France] 1 

From country 18 [Hungary]  1 

From country 19 [Hungary] 1 

Total number of participants: 140 From total number of countries: 19 

Other countries (Philipines, UK, 
Serbia) 3   

Description 

Provide a short description of the event and its activities. 

- Target groups: 

Project partners, policy makers, civil society organizations, youth, local actors, European 

Parliamentarians and other high policy makers. 

- Description of the event and its activities/ context. 

This online event focused on deepening understanding of EU citizens' rights to travel, live, work, and 
study across borders. It explored how inclusion and diversity shape identity and manifest in diversity 
management within local policies. It was also designed for educators, youth workers, and students 
interested in programs, initiatives, and tools to promote EU citizenship and citizen engagement, 
whether they reside in major cities or smaller, peripheral areas.  
 
Goals of the event: 

●​ Deepen understanding of EU citizens' rights to travel, live, work, and study across borders. 

●​ Gain insights into how diversity policies are implemented locally and discuss their impact 

on communities and individual identities. 
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●​ Solidify your understanding of EU rights, diversity policies, and participation mechanisms, 

while also thinking about how these can be applied or further explored individually. 

●​ Learn about the European Citizens' Initiative, programmes and other tools for EU citizens’ 

engagement. 

 

- Agenda of the event. 
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- Main takeaways/ findings from the event with the focus on: 
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1.​ The event focused on deepening knowledge about EU citizens' rights to free movement, 

work, study, and residence across borders. Discussions highlighted the challenges and 

opportunities of these rights in different EU Member States. Special attention was given to 

the European Citizens' Initiative (ECI) as a tool for citizen engagement and policy change. 

2.​ Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) in Local Communities. The webinar on Diversity 

Management in Local Areas explored how municipalities and Local Action Groups can 

implement DEI policies. A key insight was the difference between equality and equity in the 

context of social justice and inclusion. The role of human rights-based approaches (HRBA) 

in local governance was emphasized, with practical tools provided for policy 

implementation. 

3.​ Education as a driver of EU citizenship awareness. The panel discussion on European 

Citizenship and Education stressed the importance of integrating EU-related topics into 

school curricula and youth programs. The "Teach Me Europe" initiative was introduced, 

advocating for EU-wide citizenship education. Experts emphasized critical thinking, civic 

engagement, and motivation as essential skills for active European citizenship. 

4.​ Exchange of best practices across Europe. Case studies from municipalities such as Irschen 

(Austria) and LAG Prealpi e Dolomiti (Italy) showcased successful inclusion initiatives.  
5.​ Critical Reflection on the status and future of EU Citizenship. The Oxford Debate (in January 

2025) encouraged participants to critically analyze whether the Maastricht Treaty’s 

provisions on EU citizenship are sufficient for full inclusion and protection across the EU. 

The debate aimed to develop a more nuanced understanding of EU policies, participation 

mechanisms, and areas for future improvement. 

Main take-aways according to the participants:  

The discussion on the difference between equity and equality, along with the entire presentation on 

DEI (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion) in local government, was highly insightful. The LAG Prealpi 

project was particularly inspiring and impactful. 

Sharing good practices and learning about these issues is always a great way to expand our curiosity 

and knowledge on how to implement human rights in our communities and institutions. Activities 

like these encourage reflection on our work and our role in society. 

I gained valuable knowledge about European policies and current discussions at the EU level. The 

event highlighted key competencies we all need to develop, particularly critical thinking and 

motivation. 

The session on HRBA (Human Rights-Based Approach) in practice was thought-provoking, especially 

regarding how to take it to the next level. 

I feel even more connected to the European dimension, having learned about the European Citizens’ 

Initiative (ECI), Slovak projects, and the Polish experience in Central Europe. 

I also learned about tools used to track the implementation of policies. One key takeaway was a 

golden quote: "The level of inclusivity in a community is a direct measure of the implementation of 

human rights." 

The discussions provided valuable insights on preventing discrimination caused by a lack of 

inclusion, methods to work with marginalized groups, and ways to optimize daily behaviors to be 

more inclusive. 
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I now have a clearer understanding of the topic, its significance, and the potential goals and 

opportunities ahead. While challenges exist—often similar across different contexts—it is always 

worth starting and making an effort to build something. I realized that even small steps matter, and 

taking them gradually is far better than not trying at all. Good education and the dissemination of 

accurate information can lead to meaningful positive change. 

Thank you for the clear "description" of identities, equality and equity. Very valuable. 

- Graphical elements and photos of the event  
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Visual notes from the event prepared by a visual artists - Anna Krenz: 
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- Feedback from participants  
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- Website and/or FB page of the event. 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61556445323406 

Instagram page: https://www.instagram.com/grounduproject/ 

Links where the beneficiaries (project partners) published this report:  

GroundUp - links where the beneficiaries published the deliverable 4 of the project.docx - Google Docs 

 

HISTORY OF CHANGES 

VERSION PUBLICATION DATE CHANGE 

1.0 01.04.2022 Initial version (new MFF). 
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